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1 . P R E S I D E N T ' S  R E P O R T

| 2021 | Andrea Williams| 

After travelling, your home has a different context within the world. Similarly, these recent
difficult times help us to capture a new sense of the value of family, friends and community in
our lives. 

During the year, our amazing staff and volunteers have creatively capitalised on every
opportunity to welcome and engage with our community. The results of those endeavours will
continue to reverberate through the years as more and more people become aware of the
treasure that is Selby Community House. 

It’s one of the best things in my life to be part of this house. I send a huge thank-you to all our
staff and volunteers for their hard work, positivity, support and loyalty. 

 With best wishes, 
Andrea Williams

President
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H O U S E  M A N A G E R ' S
R E P O R T

| 2021  | Anna Reid | 

2020-2021 was a busy and challenging financial year. The community endured challenges
beyond comprehension from the ongoing Covid lockdowns and unprecedented June storms
that ravaged the Dandenong Ranges and surrounds. Although whenever possible the
community continued to enjoy Selby Community House’s workshops, classes, community
lunches and events. 

The launch of the Wombalana Wild Garden in May 2021, was a true sign of our community’s
spirit and strength. With 500+ people attending, the event was a celebration of people
coming together in happiness and friendship, of which was desperately craved during the
ongoing lockdowns. The children explored the nature playground, enjoyed music and
entertainment, whilst parents indulged in the free barista coffee and delicious food, while
catching up with friends and neighbours. A special thank you to Yarra Ranges Council for
providing the festival funding allowing us to provide this wonderful event. The garden
redevelopment was generously funded by a private donor, with additional financial
contributions from Selby Community House and Bendigo Bank.

 During the past year, Selby Community House produced a variety of activities to provide
community engagement and support to help those feeling isolated. The free community
lunches were a popular event with community members enjoying healthy, vegetarian meals
in front of the fire while enjoying performances by local musicians.
The Yarra Ranges Council Covid Relief Funding for Artists program allowed us to launch the
Artspace Selby initiative. The funding provided exhibition programs to artists effected by
Covid-19. The exhibition openings were a huge success, with fantastic turnouts and almost
sold out shows. With 100% of financial support going to the artists by paying an artist fee,
charging no commission or hire fee, this allowed opportunities for artists who would
effectively cease exhibiting due to financial challenges. The exhibitions have broadened our
community, inviting new and old friends to Selby Community House. We aim to continue to
build and develop our exhibition program and broaden our community through the arts for
many years to come.



P A G E  0 4

H O U S E  M A N A G E R ' S
R E P O R T  C O N T .

| 2021  | Anna Reid | 

In October 2020, we lost dear friend of the House Darcy Duggan after a battle with cancer.
Darcy’s unfailing commitment to environmental education was incredible. Selby Community
House funded a memorial chair which has been carved from wood with an Eastern Bandicoot
– Darcy’s favorite animal. The chair was installed for those to enjoy and placed at the entry
courtyard of Selby Community House. We remember Darcy’s love for our precious
environment, his support to our community and the dedication in preserving Minak Reserve.
I would like to say a big thank you to the wonderful team and supportive Committee of
Management. Everyone has contributed in their own way to our important legacy of keeping
the community engaged and supported.

Thank you to our funding bodies who provide the much needed financial support allowing us
to create opportunities for community connection.
I look forward to another year of exciting projects and community engaging events which
create opportunities for shared experiences and to continue building relationships with our
community.

Anna Reid
House Manager
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P R O G R A M
C O O R D I N A T O R ' S  R E P O R T

| 2021 | Suzy Downie | 

Firstly, what a loyal and resilient community we have here at Selby. Our regular tutors and
students have not been put off by the numerous lockdowns over the last 12 months. Tutors
have remained positive and students have re-enrolled into courses and workshops time after
time and happily dealt with the rescheduling of many classes. Many have recently taken up
the opportunity to do online classes and I am so grateful and proud of them all for persisting
and staying connected to the house and our staff. 

Our Health & Wellbeing, Creative Arts, ACFE (Adult Learning) and First Aid classes have
proven the most successful. In addition, since reopening to the public after the extensive
lockdown in 2020 we have successfully offered many one-off workshops and Public Forums
such as Electric Vehicles, Rescuing & Caring for injured Wildlife, Cheesemaking, Love Your
Cycle,  Green Cleaning at Home, Kokedama for Beginners, Fermenting made Simple, Thai
Cooking and a Vegetarian Mexican Fiesta.

In February, we started up the Selby Facilitated Playgroup which is steadily building with
currently 8 families attending. Some of the families attending also attend Selby Childcare,
making it possible to build on our successful relationships with families. 

Our new Knitting & Craft group ‘Aussies knitting for War-Affected Kids’ is run by a previous
House Manager that has reconnected with us and we are happy to have the group call Selby
their home.  

Community Lunches on the last Friday of each Term have grown from strength to strength
with the community enjoying a catch up with friends & staff and meeting new people. 

We continue to be approached by talented individuals wanting to share their passions and
knowledge. We are so grateful to our dedicated tutors, students, volunteers, local
community, friends groups and local business for their ongoing support and involvement. 
A special thank you to all of the staff and committee, for supporting the program and
assisting with ideas and feedback. 

Suzy Downie, 
Program & Administration Coordinator
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D I R E C T O R  O F
C H I L D C A R E ' S  R E P O R T

| 2021 | Alyssa Jones | 

This financial year there have been some changes but they have had a huge impact on the
service as a whole.

We worked hard last year to do all the necessary paperwork that needed to be done to be
able to open up our long day of care but we got there. During the process of surveying the
childcare space, we were advised that we could have a maximum of 19 children in the room
instead of our current 15 so we applied to increase our numbers for every session as well as
add the Thursday! This was all approved in Dec 2020. 

Start of 2021 we bought the changes into place. I don’t think we realised how much more
organisation and preparation would go into running a long day of care. However, with some
trial and error we eventually got a process that works well. The team worked very well
together to get the Thursday running smoothly. Even the increase in the number of children
had us altering how we worked, to make sure it ran smoothly. It was great learning for me
and all my staff. 

New Staff
We hired 2 new educators to do the Thursday as well as to have extra staff on our books just
in case. Brooke is the room leader on a Thursday and is doing an amazing job with the other
staff and the children. We also hired Chloe; she is running our playgroup on a Tuesday as
well as helping out on a Thursday. She is bright and bubbly and brings an upbeat feel to the
room. We will be looking to hire more staff as we need 3 staff in the room on a Thursday and
1 more to do all the breaks. Currently I am doing the breaks and this is making it hard for me
to do my admin. 

Enrolled Children
In Jan 2021 we started off with only 9 families enrolled on the Thursday, however this
increased over the next few months and now in July we have 18 children booked in on a
Thursday. The same pattern has happened with our other sessions and every session we
now have 18 booked in.
We have welcomed approx. 19 more children this year alone and every week we are getting
more enquiries. 
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D I R E C T O R  O F
C H I L D C A R E ' S  R E P O R T

C O N T .

Incursions
We have been incorporating some incursions to our program this year. We have had Emmy
show us some Indigenous musical instruments and teach us about Aboriginal culture, we
had Lisa come in and teach the children about healthy eating and introduce them to a range
of fruit and veg and we also had Henny Penny drop off some eggs (chicks) to us and the
children have been watching the chicks hatch and grow. These experiences have enriched
our program and provided the educators valuable discussion topics. 

Governance
In regards to Governance; we had a compliance visit in May 2021 which overall was pretty
good. There were some policies that we were missing and some of these were only just
added to the new children’s services regulations (2020) recently.
I added the new policies that were needed as well as rewrote a lot of our current ones and
even though this was a long and painful process it is all up to date and done now! 
We also had to do some minor changes to our enrolment form which was done straight
away and we were notified that we hadn’t been doing emergency evacuation enough so we
have altered this too.

Future
We are thinking that we might change our session times to be 5 hours instead of the current
4 but not until 2022 but there is a lot to consider at the moment.
We are however looking forward to what this year brings.

Regards,
 Alyssa Jones

Childcare Director
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P U B L I C  F O R U M
C O O R D I N A T O R ' S  R E P O R T

| 2021 | Karl Williams | 

The House has established a tradition of holding at least one public forum each term on
engaging subjects. While covid did force the House to postpone one forum, when we were
able to host in person we had large numbers attend who were eager to socially reconnect
as well as to engage in a range of positive social and environmental subjects. We’ve taken
the decision to not hold any forums via zoom because of the lack of social connectedness.

Term 3, 2020
Postponed due to covid lockdown

Term 4, 2018
RESCUING AND CARING FOR INJURED WILDLIFE
Our presenter, Nicki Raine, has her Selby backyard full of enclosures dedicated to
convalescing and recovering native wildlife – what an inspiration! The appreciative
audience learnt lots of useful procedures when confronted with an injured animal until a
dedicated carer with facilities like Nicki can take over.

Term 1, 2021
ALL ABOUT WHEATGRASS
Wheatgrass juice is the ultimate means of delivering high-octane chlorophyll! A small group
learnt the practicalities of delivering a steady daily supply, which will cost less than 10 cents
per shot.

Term 2, 2021
ELECTRIC VEHICLES ARE OUR FUTURE!
We managed to pull, Bryce Gaton, a highly-regarded industry authority for this gig and a
good crowd of about 40 were well rewarded. Despite the dinosaurs in Canberra, EV
adoption is definitely coming, with battery technology and climate imperatives giving rise
to astounding breakthroughs. Like many others at this forum, I left with a firm resolve to
make my next vehicle electric.
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P U B L I C  F O R U M
C O O R D I N A T O R ' S  R E P O R T

C O N T .

What would you like to have presented at Selby? There’s nothing like the open and relaxed
atmosphere that we provide that encourages attendants to ask questions, to voice their
opinions and to meet their neighbours during the supper that is held afterwards. The house
can organise the space, arrange supper, plug the event in our programs and Facebook page,
and can often obtain invaluable free publicity in the local newspaper. So please contact me
if you have any ideas or contacts for future forums and we’ll take it from there.

Karl Williams 
Public Forum Coordinator
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M E M O R I A L
C H A I R

Memorial chair for
Darcy Duggan who
passed away in
October 2020.  Darcy's
chair was created by
artist Brandon Kroon,
who included an
Eastern Bandicoot,
Darcy's favourite
animal.
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F A R E W E L L  T O  O U R  D E A R  F R I E N D
D A R C Y  D U G G A N

Darcy Duggan, a great friend of the House, the Hills and countless people
who worked with him on environmental issues, died far too soon on
Saturday, October 31st, 2020, after a long illness. He was a unique figure,
widely known and appreciated for his tireless environmental work, as well as
being a loveable eccentric. It seems half the Hills are in mourning for the loss
of this great man.

He and his family moved to the Hills in the 1980s when he was commuting to
work as an environmental scientist, but his talent as a warm, gifted and
inspiring teacher soon drew him to adult education. Darcy soon gravitated
towards Minak Reserve where he was to spend decades on rehabilitation and
protection. Adjoining Selby Community House welcomed Darcy’s warmth
and environmental expertise, and the House seemed a perfect fit for
community connectedness.

Minak Reserve, a Yarra Ranges Council asset, was indeed Darcy’s special
place, and he always brought his students there. It is tucked inside a small
valley, surrounded by housing and almost hidden from view. It is humid,
tranquil and quiet apart from the rustlings of small animals and birds. It has
the fragrant fecundity of humus, how most of the Dandenongs once smelt,
and within its leafy walls there is no relationship to the human notion of time.
Towering hollow-bearing eucalypts and intact middle and ground storey
plants represent a healthy wet forest eco-system. Three small tree fern lined
creeks meet and flow through the reserve to join Monbulk Creek in
Sherbrooke forest, some 250 metres downstream.

Darcy’s scope of work, much of it voluntary, expanded in many directions.
While Darcy possessed a special talent for teaching with a rich, mellifluous
voice to match, it was hands on work in the bush where Darcy spent most of
his time. As well as rolling up his sleeves, he was a passionate and persistent
lobbyist at all levels of government to preserve our very special Hills
environment.



His work on private land also knew few bounds, as countless residents who
adjoined bushland soon had Darcy at their door to begin their education in
the need to remove rampant environmental weeds from their property.

Darcy’s reach touched and guided many organisations – Friends of Minak
Reserve, the Southern Dandenongs Landcare Group, Save the Dandenongs
and even a group in Laos which he visited at it had become connected to
Australian Landcare International.

While covid greatly limited those who wanted to come to say their farewells
to Darcy, he did have one poignant wish that was fulfilled. On the way to his
burial in Warrigal, his hearse drove down into Minak Reserve and parked by
the magnificent frog bog which Darcy was instrumental in recreating. The
side windows adjoining Darcy’s casket were opened for about 15 minutes so
that Darcy could commune with his beloved bush. Dozens of friends had
wildly and lovingly decorated his casket with native fauna and flora as well as
beautiful messages to send him on his next journey. What a casket! What a
man!

Words provided by Vicki Boyle
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F A R E W E L L  T O  O U R  D E A R  F R I E N D
D A R C Y  D U G G A N C O N T .

(Former Lyster Councillor Mike Clarke, Darcy Duggan and
Patrick from Yarra Ranges Live)
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W O M B A L A N A  W I L D
G A R D E N  L A U N C H  R E P O R T

Wombalana Wild Garden Launch was held at Selby Community House on Saturday 15th
May 2021, from 12 midday - 3pm. This exciting event was to launch the newly completed
Wombalana play space to the local community, showing the new gardens and outside
spaces. The house showcased local artists in the lounge and included food made by
locals. There was also FREE COFFEE, an Animal show, craft activities, mini eco expo and
a Bush Garden tour.

Attendance was great, somewhere in the vicinity of 500+ people across the three hours.
All the food was eaten and the (FREE) Coffee van experienced long queues for the entire
event. The Occasional Care room was filled to the brim with children and families doing
craft. 
The Lounge was busy with the mini eco expo and people listening to music. The
Amphitheatre was full during the animal show and continued to stay busy for the other
entertainment. Wombalana play space was well received and played in. The bush garden
tour and the Minak Reserve tour were popular attractions. Overall, we felt the event was
a huge success.

Nikki Wellington
Special Events Manager and Committee Member
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W O M B A L A N A  W I L D
G A R D E N  L A U N C H

Sonia Murray of 
Dance of the Plants

providing tours to the
community through the

Bush Foods Garden

Drop Off Pick Me Up
providing delicious free
barista coffee at the
Wombalana Wild Garden
Community Launch in
May 2021

The Diprotodont
created by Renate
Crowe
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W O M B A L A N A  W I L D
G A R D E N  L A U N C H

Wombalana Wild
Garden launch was a

great success.  We were
thrilled to welcome the

500+ community
members to the

Community House and
enjoyed seeing all the
smiling, happy faces.
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F A I R Y  D O O R S  W O R K S H O P
&  E X H I B I T I O N

Fairy Door painted by
Lily Zielinski

Fairy Door painted by
Alex Rushanow



P A G E  4 3

C O M M U N I T Y  L U N C H E S

Free community
lunches have been a
wonderful event to
provide to the
community.  Always
with healthy vegetarian
food, live music and
wonderful company.
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P H O T O G R A P H Y
C O M P E T I T I O N  

The Selby Community
Photography
Competition was a
great success, drawing
in over 30
photographers
submitting a photo
which represented
what they were
experiencing during the
endless lockdowns.
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P H O T O G R A P H Y
C O M P E T I T I O N  

When restrictions
eased we opened the
lounge and welcomed
the community to the
Selby Community
Photography
Competition exhibition
opening which was over
a beautiful lunch with
live, local music.
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2 0 2 0  C H R I S T M A S  P A R T Y

The Selby Community
House Christmas party
was a wonderful
celebration shared
with the team,
committee and their
families.  Mexican
themed food was
provided by Glen from
Armageddon BBQs.
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C O V I D  R E L I E F  
P A C K A G E S

Selby Community
House provided 200
Covid Relief Packages
to the community as a
way to reconnect by
providing mindful care
packages
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W O M B A T  L A N T E R N  B Y
R E N A T E  C R O W E

'Wombi' the
Diprotodont wombat

mascot created by
Renate Crowe
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N E W  S I G N  
I N S T A L L E D

Our new sign created
by artist Bandon Kroon
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A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

We thank everyone who has helped Selby Community House with every
success.

In particular we extend our gratitude to our funding agencies and sponsors
who have supported the House through this year.

Thank you to the:

Commonwealth Government of Australia

 Department of Education and Training

State Government of Victoria

Department of Health and Human Services

 Department of Education and Training (ACFE Eastern Metro Region)

Yarra Ranges Council

Bendigo Bank Belgrave

CHAOS Network (Community Houses Association Outer-Eastern Suburbs)

Jordan Sibley (intern from Swinburne University)

Sonia Murray (Dance of the Plants)

Thank you to all our Tutors and Volunteers whose dedication contributes so
much.


